Tolerance and respect for others
Year: Y6 
Subjects and Issues
British values Caring Diversity Identity Prejudice Racism Respect Stereotypes Tolerance Great get together Keeping safe Discrimination Race (protected characteristic) Sex (protected characteristic) 
Introduction
Explain that we are all unique; accepting and respecting others’ differences is one way we can help everyone to feel happy and safe. 
Ask children to think about everyone who is in the class. Without saying anything out loud what can they think of that makes everyone different from each other? Give them a moment to think of as many things as they can (you may like to play some quiet reflective instrumental music whilst they are doing this).
Set the class a challenge for how many different things they can think of together as a class, say 30 things. Ask one child to keep count and take ideas from the class e.g. eye colour, height, gender, skin colour, personality etc. Give a clap or a cheer for the child who gets the 30th idea! Praise them for being respectful when discussing these differences too.
Ask what we mean by the word identity. It can be summed up as ‘The characteristics determining who or what a person or thing is.’ In other words, all those qualities and attributes that make up a person and makes them unique. 
Explain that the word identity can also be used to describe a group of people. Ask the children what different groups they belong to e.g. sports club (gym, football etc.), Guides, Cubs or Scouts, religious community, music group and so on. Each of those groups will have its own unique identity – the qualities and attributes that make that unique group.
Explain that in this lesson we are going to think about how some people react to different groups and come up with ways in which people can be more tolerant and respectful to the identity of others – whether as individuals or groups.
Activity 1 - Tolerance and respect: newspaper report
Give out the Tolerance and respect for others  Activity sheet and read through the newspaper story. NB: it is important to point out that the story is fictitious as is the location, the individuals named and the Shima community.
Ask the pupils to discuss the questions shown on the activity sheet in pairs or threes. 
· What are your thoughts about the story?
· Why do you think some of the local residents objected to the Shima community building their place of worship (the Walhala)
· Do you think it was the building that residents objected to or the people themselves? Why?
· Why do you think that Adam Bleak suggested they might be ‘planning all sorts of things’? What evidence did he have for that?
· What do we mean by the word prejudice? Do you think the residents were prejudiced against the Shima community? Why?
· In what other ways can people sometimes be prejudiced?
Discuss the questions as a class. Come up with a class definition for the word prejudice such as 
‘Prejudice means pre-judging someone or having an idea about them before you actually know anything about them.’
Show the definition of prejudice and discrimination on the IWB slide provided (see Resources needed area). This is from from encylopedia.com
Explain how prejudice and discrimination can be harmful in causing people to treat others differently and in an unkind way. We all have different ideas, needs, preferences and feelings. We might not always agree with others, but it’s important to accept and respect others’ differences for everyone to feel happy and safe. This is how we create a school that feels safe for everyone and where every pupil and member of staff feels they belong.  
Activity 2 - RESPECT acrostics
Ask children to create a poster using the word RESPECT and finding a word or phrase for each letter which reinforces the message of promoting respectfulness of others. For example
R – really we are all the same underneath
E – everybody deserves respect
S – stand up to prejudice
P – people come in all shapes, sizes and colours
E – each of us is unique
C – caring for each other is the most important thing we can do
T – treat others in the same way that you would want to be treated by them
You may wish to choose other words for children to use in their posters such as TOLERANCE, DIVERSITY and so on. 
Summing up
Ask children to share their RESPECT acrostics. Discuss which lines put the message across most effectively. Find suitable places to display the posters around the school. They could be shared in a whole school assembly.
Ask children in what different ways we can show respect and tolerance for those of different communities, faiths, groups and ethnicity around the school. Gather ideas and display them in your classroom.
SCARF ‘Caring’ certificates can be awarded to children who demonstrate care, tolerance, respect and kindness to others in the days and weeks following the lesson (see Resources needed area for these).
Extension (optional) -  Letter of support
Ask children to write a letter to the paper explaining the benefits that the Shima community could bring to the area. For example:
· They might have skills that other local people have.
· Building their Walhala would make the area look better. It would be an improvement on the demolition site that is currently there.
· They may benefit the local economy by the creation of new businesses and jobs (i.e. this could bring money into the local area and boost living standards).
· Their peaceful ways may be a good example to others 
· We live in a ‘global village’ where it is valuable to live in a society made up of lots of different types of people from all sorts of backgrounds.
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